Exposure to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) kills > 800,000 people per year worldwide and is a cause of many health problems, including middle ear infection, respiratory symptoms, impaired lung function, lower respiratory illness, and sudden infant death syndrome, in children. 1 Self-reported ETS exposure during 2012-2014 among children aged 3-5 years and 12-18 years in Korea was 20%, and 39%, respectively. 2 Actual exposure rates may be higher than self-reported rates considering the under-reporting of ETS exposure. 3 Furthermore, ETS exposure may be declining in children because the smoking prevalence among Korean adults has decreased, and knowledge regarding the hazards of smoking has improved. However, quite a large proportion of Korean children are still exposed to ETS at home. ETS exposure among children and adolescents is associated with mental health problems including major depressive disorder, anxiety, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), conduct disorder, and learning disorders, 3,4 although causality is not definitively established. Some child behavioral problems often continue into adulthood and throughout lifetime. Moreover, children's ETS exposure is more prevalent in families with lower socioeconomic status, which should contribute to socioeconomic inequalities of health. 5
